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Dear Band Student and Parent: 
 
We are very excited about the 2007-2008 Muhlenberg North Middle School 
Band. This year there are over 160 students enrolled in the band program and 
we anticipate over 60 students in the 6th grade class! We are sure that the 
enthusiasm of these students is going to make this a great year. We have many 
plans for travel and performances that should keep us challenged from August 
to June! We are looking forward to working with your young person in making 
wonderful music! 
 
BOOKS & MUSIC (also see band fees pg. 4) 
6th grade band students will be asked to purchase a Master Theory Book 
and an Accent on Achievement Book I, for the combined price of $12.00  
7th and 8th grade band students will be asked to purchase a Foundations 
for Superior Performance Book and a Bach and Before for Band Book, for 
the combined price of $13.00.  All published sheet music will be provided. 
Each student will also be provided with a music folder to keep his or her music 
in. It is suggested each student purchase a 1" three ring binder to keep their 
music in, with plastic page protectors for sheet music. 
 
INSTRUMENTS 
Students who are using a school instrument are responsible for the upkeep 
and maintenance of that instrument.  Any repair costs, supplies needed for the 
instrument will be paid for by the student. 
 
EQUIPMENT (also see Step Up Instruments pg. 5) 
A musical instrument represents a substantial investment. In order to provide 
the appropriate maintenance the following equipment is essential: 
 
FLUTES - cleaning rag or swab, tuning rod; 
 
OBOES & BASSOONS - 2 good reeds at all times (rotated daily they will last 
longer and save money), small container to soak reed, cleaning swab (used 
after each playing period), cork grease; 
 
CLARINETS & SAXOPHONES - 4 good reeds at all times (rotated daily they will 
last longer and save money), metal or plastic reed clip that holds 4 reeds, 
cleaning swab (used after each playing period), mouthpiece cover, cork grease, 
wooden clarinet only: bore oil and extra swab; 
 
BRASS - Bach mouthpiece preferred, valve oil, and slide grease, mouthpiece 
brush, cleaning snake, and soft cleaning rag; 
 
PERCUSSION - Practice pad, drum sticks. 
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INSTRUMENT REPAIRS 
 
Mrs. Page or Mr. Stovall can perform minor instrument repairs in the band 
room. Students should leave their horn (in the case with a note explaining the 
problem) in the band office immediately after their band class - We will try our 
best to have the minor repair done by the next day.  
 
Major instrument repairs will be referred to Opus Horn Repair in Bowling 
Green, KY or Royal Music in Bowling Green. A representative from the store 
visits our band room on Thursday of each week. If a major repair is necessary 
please follow these steps.  
 

1. Fill out a repair form, these are found In the band office. 
*See the sample form at the bottom of the page. 
 
2. Place the repair form in your case and leave the instrument with Mrs. Page. 
 
3. If the repair job costs $20.00 or less, the store automatically approves it, fixes it and 
sends it back to Muhl. North MS as quickly as possible. If the repair is more than 
$20.00, the store will call a parent or guardian for approval. Make sure you include a 
home and a work phone number on the repair form so the repairman can reach you for 
approval. If the damage to the instrument is covered under the Royal Music insurance 
plan the repairman will fix it and return it automatically.  

 
SAMPLE REPAIR FORM 
 
 
REPAIR INFORMATION FORM 
Date_______________ 
 
Student Name________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Name_________________________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________________________________ 
City______________________________________State________________Zip___________ 
Home Ph.___________________________Work Ph.________________________________ 
 
TYPE OF INSTRUMENT______________________________________________________ 
Problem with 
Instrument__________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
School_______________________________________________________________________ 
Director______________________________________________________________________ 
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UNIFORMS 
 
The Concert Uniform (inside/formal performances) consists of the following: 
 7th/8th GRADE BOYS: 

1. Black bow tie and cummerbund (provided by school) 
2. White tuxedo shirt (provided by school) 
3. Black pants (provided by student)* 
4. Black socks and shoes (provided by student)* 

 7th/8th GRADE GIRLS: 
 1.  Black jumpsuit (provided by school) 
 2.  Black stockings and black dress shoes (provided by student)* 
 6th GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS: 
 1.  Formal "Sunday Church" clothes (jeans or tennis shoes not allowed!) 

 
The Marching Uniform, for 7th/8th grade only, (outdoor/informal 
performances) consists of the following: 

 
1. MNMS Band T-Shirt ($8.00) 
2. Turtle neck (depending on weather) 
3. Blue Jeans and tennis shoes 

 
*Suggestions: Don’t buy anything too expensive, as the students will only wear 
these items a few times this year. WAL-MART and K-Mart are great places to 
get inexpensive clothing and shoes. Dollar General Store always has a bunch of 
inexpensive black shoes & plain white tennis shoes. Also check consignment 
shops, Goodwill stores etc. Call me if money is a problem and we will work 
something out. 
 
** T- Shirts will be ordered by the end of August.  Please make checks payable 
to MNMS Band.  Include size (S,M,L,XL,XXL)  
 
BAND FEES 
The following is a list of fees for the Muhlenberg North MS Band - other than 
supplies (reeds, etc.) or a special trip, these are the only moneys that will be 
collected from band students. 
 
MNMS BAND FEES  
All fees are due ASAP 
6th Grade 
Master Theory Book I      $4.00 
Accent on Achievement Book I     $8.00 
 
7th/8th Grade 
Foundations for Superior Performance Book  $7.00 
Bach and Before for Band Book    $6.00 
*Short Sleeve T-Shirt      $8.00 
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Checks should be made payable to Muhlenberg North Middle School Band and 
turned in by August 10. Checks or cash should be placed in a sealed 
envelope with the students name, amount of money, & what it is for on 
the outside. If you are unable to pay these fees please send me a note and 
these items will be provided at no charge. All requests will be confidential.  
 
NEW INSTRUMENT PURCHASES/STEP UP INSTRUMENT PURCHASE 
BEFORE PURCHASING AN INSTRUMENT CONSULT WITH THE BAND 
DIRECTOR. We can help you make a decision on the best instrument for you 
and we may also save you money! Your car rides better when all the tires are 
the same brand.  Likewise, a band sounds better when instruments match and 
are of good quality. For your benefit and the overall program's benefit please 
seek the directors' recommendations.  
 
GRADING         

Playing & Written Exams   35% 
Each student will be required to play assigned materials to determine 
individual progress on their instrument. Playing test grades will be determined 
by note accuracy, rhythmic accuracy, tone quality, musicianship, correct 
posture, and effort. Some tests will be done in private in the band office, some 
will be recorded on audiotape and some may be done in front of the class. 
Written quizzes and tests will be given as material is presented in class.  
 

Performances    35% 
All students will be required to attend all performances given by their band. A 
grade will be given for each performance.  If an unavoidable conflict occurs, a 
written excuse must be turned in at least TWO WEEKS prior to the 
performance date. ONLY Mrs. Page will decide acceptable excuses. If an 
acceptable excuse is agreed upon, the student will be allowed to make up the 
missed performance grade. Examples of Acceptable Excuses are death in 
the family, sudden illness, and emergencies. It is best to try and call me if 
you are unable to make a performance instead of surprising me with a NO-
SHOW.  If needed, I will be more than happy to contact coaches, sponsors, or 
club leaders to work out scheduling problems. Students with more than one 
unexcused absence from performances are subject to dismissal from the 
band program. 

 
Class Participation   25% 

Points will be ADDED to this grade for any of the following: 
1. One page report on a musical subject    10 points 
2. No points deducted during a grading period   5 points 
3. An Exceptional rehearsal.      ? points 

Points will be DEDUCTED from this grade for any of the following: 
1. Instrument/Music/Books left out after class   5 points 
2. Unprepared for class (no music, book, pencil)   5 points 
3. Not seated & ready to play 5 minutes after the tardy bell rings.  10 Points 
4. Instrument left at home      10 points 
5. Not participating in a class activity    10 points 
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Extra Rehearsals  5% 

Extra rehearsals are required for the 7th and 8th grade band.  This group 
performs in two Christmas Parades, the Christmas Concert, the KMEA Concert 
Festival, and the Spring Concert.  The extra practices will be indicated in a 
schedule sent home at a later date - the same policies for performances apply 
to practices. Students with unexcused absences from rehearsals will not be 
allowed to perform.  
 
Grading Scale: 
The grading scale adopted by the Muhlenberg County School Board will be 
used.  
 
A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69,  F = 59 and below 
 
PRACTICE (All classes extra credit) 
 
We ask that all band students practice 5 times a week, 20 minutes a day, for a 
total of 100 minutes a week. It is important that this is spread out over 5 days 
and not all on one day.  
 
Practice sheets are due by Friday of the following week and should be signed by 
a parent. Parents, please encourage your child to build up extra minutes in 
their practice record and push them to go beyond the required time. THEY CAN 
DO IT!!!! There is room on the bottom & back of the practice record for you to 
make comments or ask questions. Please do so. Please feel free to let me know 
if your child needs more help with music or exercises that are being worked on 
in class, instrument repair, conflicts with the Band Schedule, or any other 
problems.  
 
All students should have a music stand and an open place to practice at home. 
Propping music on a case or chair promotes poor posture and will impede 
progress.  A small mirror will assist the student in checking embouchure and 
hand position. Optional equipment includes a metronome and/or a small 
digital tuner.  These devices have dropped in price making them commonplace 
in many band students' cases.  All instrument cases must be clearly marked 
on the outside and inside with the student's name, telephone number, and 
school..  Since many instrument cases look alike, this is extremely important!  
It is wise to record the brand name and serial number and file it in a safe 
place.  Most homeowner or renter's insurance policies cover loss or damage 
away from home.  You may want to check with your agent to be sure. Large 
instruments are not allowed on school buses. We will make every effort to 
provide a home instrument for practice. 
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Sample Practice Record 

MNMS BAND PRACTICE SHEET 
 
Name _____________________________ Grade ___ Monday - Sunday Dates ______ 
 
Day   Music     Minutes 

Monday 
 

  

Tuesday 
 

  

Wednesday 
 

  

Thursday 
 

  

Friday 
 

  

Saturday 
 

  

Sunday 
 

  

 
Parent Signature ___________________Total Minutes _________ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

MNMS BAND PRACTICE SHEET 
 
Name _____________________________ Grade ___ Monday - Sunday Dates ______ 
 
Day   Music     Minutes 

Monday 
 

Accent Book Lines 102 - 108, Louie Louie, 
Deck the Halls  

25 

Tuesday 
 

Scales 15 

Wednesday 
 

Blue Book Lines 111 - 116, Matterhorn 
Overture 

20 

Thursday 
 

Tone Studies, Galactic Episode 25 

Friday 
 

Parade Band Music, Scales 25 

Saturday 
 

  

Sunday 
 

  

 
Parent Signature Mrs. Mozart Total Minutes 110 
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BAND ELIGIBILITY 
Band students' grades in all classes are checked weekly.  If a student receives 
an "F" In any subject, he/she will not be allowed to participate in any after 
school/extra-curricular band activity for a period of one week.  They will, 
however, be allowed to participate in class.  Should there be a trip, the student 
will not be allowed to go. 
 
If a student receives chronic "F" grades In a number of classes or consecutively 
In one class, the student may be removed from band class and sent to 
remediation for that class which he/she Is failing.  The student may be 
reinstated at the band director's discretion when he/she is passing all subjects. 
 
   
MERIT AWARDS 
At the end of the year, the band will recognize those students who go beyond the call of duty 
and achieve a higher level of musicianship. Certificates will be given to all students who reach 
the MERIT GOAL. The top student in each grade will receive a special merit plaque.  

 
Merits can be earned for any of the following: 

 

Wearing a band t-shirt to school.     10 pt's 

Practice time (1 point for every minute practiced)  ?pt's 

Trying out for All-District Band.     50 pt's 

Participating in Solo and Ensemble Contest.    50 pt's 

*Attending extra concerts, performances, contest, musicals, etc. 25 pt's 

*Watching the MNHS Band perform at a Band Show.  10 pt's 

Performing with the MNHS North Stars Marching Band.  25 pt's 

*Performing at Church or other social gathering.   25 pt's 

*Taking private lessons on your instrument (each lesson).  10 pt's 

*Other musical things???      ?pt's 

 
MERIT GOAL  2000 PT'S 

 
* The merit points earned for these items require a note from your parent/guardian. Make sure 
you place the note in your correct cabinet.  
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MUSICAL PARTNERSHIP 
Parents and home practice are an integral part of success. Music study is a 
three-way partnership composed of teacher, student, and parents. Each 
member of the partnership has a responsibility. Parents may become active 
members of this relationship by providing the following: 
 
1. Patience, in reminding the student to practice daily. 
2. Encouragement, when the going is rough.  Some things are learned easily, 
others require intense and repeated application.  Parental sympathy and 
understanding are important. 
3. Imagination, in creating a musical atmosphere in the home.  Tuning in 
interesting musical programs on radio and television and attending live 
performances and concerts can accomplish this. 
 
Favorable practice conditions are also important: 
1.  Schedule a regular practice time. 
2.  A quiet room, away from noise and distracting activities. 
3.  Keep instrument in top condition with all necessary equipment. 
4.  Praise work well done. 
5.  Never use practice as a punishment. 
 
Parental supervision on occasion: 
1.  Remind your child to practice slowly and carefully. 
2.  Practice in short sections, a few minutes at a time. 
3.  Practice standing with good posture. 
 
SUCCESS 
Learning to play a musical instrument can be fun and satisfying.  It does not 
happen at once, however.  Patience and encouragement will go a long way in 
helping a music student.  Be prepared for occasional frustration and 
"plateaus". Consistent practice and a dash of "stick-to-it-ness" should keep any 
student on the road to success! 
 
 
Jill Page, Director of Bands 
Muhlenberg North Middle School 
jill.page@muhlenberg.kyschools.us 
(S) 338-3550 
 
Troy Stovall, Director of Bands 
Muhlenberg North High School 
troy.stovall@muhlenberg.kyschools.us 
(S) 338-4400 
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Checklist For Success 
Muhlenberg North Middle  

School Band 
 
_____1. Have a positive attitude and encouraging parents. 

_____2. Good attendance at school and practices. 

_____3. Private Lessons. 

_____4. Own a professional quality instrument by end of 8th grade. 

_____5. Audition for All-District band 

_____6. Play a solo or duet, or ensemble at contest each year. 

_____7. Attend summer music camps. 

_____8. Practice 5 days a week, 20- 40 minutes a day. 

_____9. Own good recordings of artists on your instrument. 

_____10. Attend band, orchestra and professional soloist concerts.  


